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Newsletter 2021
Advent is the 4 weeks before Christmas. Aside from when it takes place, it is
a time for us to sit in the silence of waiting – waiting for a savior whom we
need. Waiting for a savior to breathe us into life again like a kind of divine
CPR. Waiting; usually impatiently.
There was a lifetime ago when I was a runner for our track team. I recall getting in the cue, waiting for my chance to run the 2 laps required for the 800
meter. I remember getting into a competitive headspace, warming up my muscles and stretching so I wouldn’t pull a calve or hamstring. I would jump up
and down in my lane to get my heart pumping. And I waited – to hear the
sound of the starter pistol – and as I waited, I held my breath so the first push
of my feet off the blocks was also a rush of air into my expectant lungs.
BANG – and the rush of oxygen, the movement of my legs and my arms, my
concentration on the finish line. I spent several hours in preparation and anticipation for the race, and in only a few minutes, the adrenaline rush was starting to subside; the event concluded.
This time of preparation in Advent is the holding of breath before the event of
Christ’s coming. Most of us think of Christ’s coming as an infant child – and
rightfully so – because that is where God has become flesh to dwell among
us. Yet, we know that we are also in this time where Christ will come again.
We are in a state of perpetual Advent; expectantly wondering and waiting for
Jesus to intervene and save us once more and for always.
In the meantime, while we run the race set before us, take in the breath that
fills your lungs and keeps you going – in the love of Christ Jesus. May you
know this season of waiting and expectation to be satisfied, finally, at the
presence of God with us.
Please make plans to join us for special upcoming events:
· Informational meetings about upcoming repairs to the property – so all may
gather for worship and service and fellowship in this place that proclaims
God’s Love.
· Preschool Christmas program on Wednesday, December 15th
· Sunday School Christmas program on Sunday, December 19th
· Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship on Friday, December 24th at
4:00pm/5:30pm
· Festive Christmas Sunday, December 26th at 9am – bring Christmas cookies to share after worship! We will have hot chocolate and coffee following
· Youth Lock-In! Thursday, December 30th to Friday, December 31st.
· Reserve Sunday, January 23rd for the Congregational Annual Meeting
Peace, Pastor Trisha
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CHRISTMAS DECORATING

CANDLELIGHT &
CAROLS
Christmas Eve is going
to be Carols and
Candlelight at the
church.
Christmas Eve services
will be at 4 and
5:30pm.
Bring a friend or two,
because all are
welcomed!!
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
PRESCHOOL
CHRISTMAS

Preschool is having
their own Christmas
Concert on Wednesday,
December 15th, for the
parents of the kiddos
involved . It will be at

the church. They will
have singing, poems
and more!

Caption describing picture or graphic

THE BANQUET
The church is serving at the Banquet on December
8th, 2021. A noisy offering has been taken the
months of Oct through now to help cover the costs
involved with paying for a healthy and nourishing
meal for the guests.
There are two shifts are from either 2-5pm
(Prepare Meal) or 5:15-7:30pm (Serve Meal). Most
all of the positions have been filled!
Thank you for your generosity!
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ANGEL TREE

The Angel Tree
adorns the front of
the Sanctuary of the
church with ornaments in memory of
loved ones. The ornaments may also be
brought to the church
office or bring to
worship to hang .

ANNUAL MEETING 2022
The Annual Meeting is
scheduled for January
23rd, during the
worship service.
We will be discussing and
voting on a Mission
Investment Fund Loan, as
well as a Capital Campaign
for significant repairs on
the church property.

of the building.
We will have informational
meetings following worship
December 12th and 19th,
and future dates.

We’re optimistic that you
are able to attend this
crucial meeting. We need
your voice and vote on this
important decision to
ensure the physical health

JOY CIRCLE
There will be no Joy Circle the month of December. On December 16th, they will meet for a Christmas Luncheon in
the Fellowship Hall.
Joy Circle will resume meeting in January, on the 20th.
They meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

BOOK CLUB
Book Club will meet again on Sunday, January 9th after
worship. They meet in the Fireside Room of the church.
Their December book is The 13th Gift : A True Story of
a Christmas Miracle, by Joanne Huist Smith. This is a
truly great holiday read! It’s the heartwarming Christmas story about how a random act of kindness transformed on the
bleakest moments in a family’s history into
a time of strength and love.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Sunday School has a Christmas program coming
up on Sunday, December 19th, during worship.
They have put in a lot of work on the songs they
will be singing. Make sure to be at worship that
morning.
If you have not yet registered your child for Sunday
School, please see our website for the link to sign
up, or on Sunday mornings there is a chance to
register in the gathering space.

“May the beautiful lights of every Christmas Season remind us of Him
who is the source of all light.” - David A Bednar

FESTIVE CHRISTMAS
On Sunday, December
26th, wear your favorite
Norwegian sweater,
your pj’s, anything
(almost) to church for
Festive Christmas.
Bring your left-over
Christmas cookies to
share. Worship time
will remain the same.
More information to
come.
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ABC DO RE MI AT SHALOM

SHALOM LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Our Mission is:
“Loved by God, Forgiven in Christ,
United in Spirit, Sent to Serve.”
Our aim is to:
1.

Open ourselves for deeper
intimacy with God.

2.

Worship and live in a supportive community.

3.

Teach the faith to children
and adults

4.

Reach out with the hospitality
of the Gospel.

5.

Claim partnership with our
neighbor.

6.

Support community and
global ministries.

Shalom Lutheran Church
1000 E Maple Street
PO Box 37
Harrisburg, SD 57032
Phone: 605-767-5382
E-mail: office@shalomlc.com

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

